BEHIND THE SCENES AT ...

THE EMCC-CAFB INTERNATIONAL SPOUSES
APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

“All of you who support not only the base, but dive rsity ... I'm not the best person to say thank you, but | thank
you anyway. And to the ladies here, you are overcoming obstacles with optimism. | really admire the st rength of
your character. So, continue being models and rolemodels, even though you don't think you are.”

-- Co-hostess Leslie Watkins, wife of Col. Rogek&g
commander of the ®4lying Training Wing

“The challenges international military spouses encounter when they leave their countries to be stationed at
Columbus Air Force Base is mind-boggling. The lunch eon at Old Waverly Golf Club is to honor them. Whet her they
are international spouses who will be stationed at CAFB for a few months or for many years, we want th em to know
we appreciate and respect their diversity and herit age. So we encourage guests to wear international &ire. This year
we had so many lovely ladies with a wide range of c olorful and distinctive attire. It made the luncheo n so interesting
and festive. Some wore special jackets, jewelry orblouses. Others, such as Vanina Gomez Hermida fromArgentina
were dressed in traditional attire from head to toe s. Vanina said she put together her outfit the night before with mix
and match items she found in her closet. She lookedabsolutely adorable! Others, like Myung Ja Hall fr om South
Korea, wore elaborate attire with some pieces handed down from previous generations. She looked so regal.”

-- Co-hostess Linda Gates, EMCC miilitary liaisordan
director of job placement and work-based learning

“To the ladies who are with us today as internation al spouses, | say this ... the contribution you're making, the
contribution your husbands are making, are critical to the safety of the world.”

EMCC President Dr. Rick Young



